
Mediterranean Sea is a common good. A precious resource. 
The marine litter emergency affects all of us and must be tackled  

at the basin level, in an integrated and coordinated way. 

for tackling marine litter in Mediterranean sea 

COastal Management and MOnitoring Network



Mediterranean Sea, a zone that needs to be protected…

Here is one of the 25 global biodiversity hotspots. The home of around 17000 
species. One of the six areas most affected by marine litter in the world. 

More than 62 million of debris are estimated to floating in the entire Mediterranean, 
but this is only the tip of the iceberg: over 70% of marine waste is settled on the 
seabed, to which added those on the beaches.

Cigarette filters and single use plastic (packaging, bottles, bags, 
food wrapping, caps and lids..), among the most common 

items, are found everywhere.

Marine litter impacts negatively vital economic sectors, from 
tourism to fishing, brings economic losses to individuals, 

enterprises and communities. Yet, its impact is not fully 
understood nor assessed.

...acting with an inclusive and integrated approach

Most of marine litter in Mediterranean Sea originates from land-based activities:

➥
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A COMMON challenge…

COMMON, as project born to tackle marine litter in the Mediterranean Sea, is 
building a network between Italy, Lebanon and Tunisia promoting an effective 
participatory approach. It will apply the principles of Integrated Coastal Zone 
Management (ICZM), a dynamic process of management and sustainable use of 
coastal zone. An approach that take into account the fragilities of the ecosystems 
and of coastal landscapes and the different uses and activities which impacts on 
marine and terrestrial elements.

...to test a model possibly transferable across the whole 
Mediterranean area

5 pilot areas: Tuscan Maremma and Salento in Italy, Kuriat Island and Monastir in 
Tunisia and the Tyre Coast Nature Reserve in Lebanon. They will represent a real 
laboratory where identify strategies to reduce the problem of waste in the marine 
and coastal environment. 

Fishermen, Turtle Rescue Centres, local bodies, sea operators, tourism, and 
researchers will take actions to raise awareness for citizens and schools. Three 
years to work on a management plan and to propose it to the other countries as a 
replicable model across all the Mediterranean basin.

We need joint mitigation actions and measures
to reduce and prevent marine litter.



Objectives: 

10 studies on linkages between marine litter issue and land-based 
human activities 

1 ICT platform for sharing methodologies and data on marine litter

250 people trained on marine litter management 

30 municipalities involved in a network of coastal cities against 
marine litter

4 reports containing policy recommendations and best practices for 
improving the management of marine litter and governance issues

50 civil society organisations participating in beach cleanup 
campaigns

3
PROJECT
DURATION

years
September 2019

September 2022



A postcard from Mediterranean



for tackling marine litter in Mediterranean sea 

COastal Management
and MOnitoring Network

Take part in the change

We are all Med

@Common.eu @Common_eu www.enicbcmed.eu/projects/common



A cross border partnership 
Legambiente Onlus, Institut National des Sciences et Technologies de la Mer,

Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Bari , Amwaj of the Environment
University of Siena, Tyre Coast Nature Reserve

High Institute of Agronomy of Sousse University.

Associated partners 
Centre National de Veille Zoo sanitaire (CNVZ), Municipality of Grosseto, 

Municipality of Castiglione della Pescaia, Municipality of Tyre.

@Common.eu @Common_eu www.enicbcmed.eu/projects/common

ENI CBC Med is the largest Cross-Border Cooperation 
(CBC) initiative implemented by the EU under the Eu-
ropean Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI). 
The Programme brings together the coastal territo-
ries of 14 EU and partner countries in view of foste-
ring fair, equitable and sustainable development on 
both sides of the EU’s external borders. Through cal-
ls for proposals, ENI CBC Med finances cooperation 
projects for a more competitive, innovative, inclusive 
and sustainable Mediterranean area.

This publication has been produced with the financial 
assistance of the European Union under the ENI CBC 
Mediterranean Sea Basin Programme. 
The contents of this document are the sole respon-
sibility of COMMON project and can under no circu-
mstances be regarded as reflecting the position of 
the European Union or the Programme management 
structures.

ad
v:

 ID
M

 G
ra

ph
ic

 ::
 w

w
w

.id
m

gr
ap

hi
c.

it




